














  Over 
1 6 0  

people gath-
ered together on 

the evening of Octo-
ber 11th at the Quechan 

Community  Center  to  wit-
ness the Annual Miss Quechan 

Nation  Pageant.  Judges  for  this 
year’s  event  included  Millie  Grover, 
Viola Anderson, Deborah Tourtillot, 

Cody Hartt and Shirley Kelly.
    This  year  the  Pageant 

moved  at  a  brisk  pace, 
with only two young 

ladies  vying  for 
the  honor  of 

being the 
pub-

lic 

face  of  the  Quechan  Nation  at  Pow 
Wows, gatherings, rodeos, parades and 
many other kinds of public events.
  Tribal Royalty from all around Ari-
zona and Southern California, on hand 
for the Indian Day Holiday, joined in 
for  dancing  on-stage  between  seg-
ments of the contest.
  Although  both  of  the  contestants 
seemed very  evenly matched  in  their 
formal presentations and in answering 
the challenge question, Jessica pulled 
ahead by moving out onto the forward 
area of the stage while performing the 
Ah Keel Dance during her talent dis-
play, and got a good part of the audi-
ence up and cheering loudly.
    The  crowd’s  reaction was  a  good 
indicator of how the judges might also 
see the best choice for our next Prin-
cess, a feeling that was later 

to prove well founded.
After her final dance 

as  Miss  Quechan 
with  all  of 

the 
visiting 
Native   Roy-
alty,  Ana  Hartt 
Villereal was joined 
on  stage  by  both  con-
testants, and then the run-
ner-up was announced. Final-
ly, to loud applause, the new Miss 
Quechan Nation stepped forward to be 
crowned, her sash was adjusted, and 
Miss  Jessica Elizabeth Paddock 
stepped out onto the runway 
to  accept  the  crowd’s 
acclaim as she began 
her  reign  for  the 
year to come.
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Jessica Elizabeth Pad-
dock introduces herself 
above and performs the 
Ah Keel harvest dance 
for her talent below.

Emcee for the night 
Tom Fernandez (at 
left) kept things mov-
ing along throughout 
the evening, asking 
the contestants their 
challenge questions 
and introducing enter-
tainers, while at right, 
Stella Cross Bear Iron 
Cloud, the runner-up, 
models her formal 
dress at the beginning 
of the competition.

Jessica Elizabeth 
Paddock also can be 
seen in her formal, at 
left. Prior to the start 
of the Pageant, and 
during the period the 
judges ballots were 
reviewed and points 
counted to determine 
the winner, Freddie 
Andrews of the Hopi 
Second Mesa enter-
tained with a wonder-
ful selection of native 

flute tunes (at right).

The Crowning Mo-
ment as last year’s 
Miss Quechan Na-
tion turns over the 
sash and crown to 
Jessica (right).

    Once installed in   
office, Jessica waved 
in greeting to her pub-
lic and then performed 
a traditional dance on 
stage (below).

Stella Cross Bear Iron 
Cloud modelled a tra-
ditional diamond dress 
and then performed a 
bird dance for her talent.

Native Royalty on
hand for the Pageant
included Ana Hartt Villereal
(last year’s Miss Quechan),
the San Pasqual School Princesses
and CRIT and Su Kutt Menyik Fiesta
Princess, some of whom are seen as
they watched from the front row, below.
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