Quechan Utility Annual Water Quality Report
Public Water Svstem #090400089

2023

This report is a snapshol of vour water guality. Included are details abow where vour water comes from, what it
contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies. We are committed to providing vou with
information because informed customers are our best allies.

Do I need to take special precautions?

Some people may be more vulnerable (o contaminants in drinking water than the general population, Immuno-
compromized persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chematherapy, persons who have undergone argan
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at
risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Centers for Disease Control {CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to

lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Water
Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791 ).

Where does my water come from?

Your water comes from 2 ground water sources.

Why are there contaminants in my drinking water?

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of comaminants does not necessanly indicate that water poscs a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (8004264791},

The sowrces of dnnking water (both tap water and boitled waler) include nvers, lakes, sireams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells, As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally ocourring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or
from human activity including:

microbial contaminanis, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage treatment plants,
seplic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; inorganic contaminants, such as salts and
metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from wrban stormwater runoff, industrial, or domestic
wastewaler discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or famming; pesticides and herbicides, which may
come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoft, and residential uses:
organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-
products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban
stormwater runoff, and septic systems; and radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring

or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to cnsure that tap water is safe o drink, EPA prescribes regulations that himat the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish
limits for condaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.



WATER QUALITY TABLE

The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants detecied during the calendar year of this report. The
presence of contaminants in the water does nol necessanly indicate that the water poses a health risk. Unless
otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report. The EPA or
the State requires monitoring for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these

contaminants do not change frequently.
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Special Education Statements
Additional Information for Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and voung children. Lead in
drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. PWS system is
responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing compenents,
When wour water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing vour tp for 30
seconds 1o 2 minmes before using water for drinking or cooking. I vou are concerned about lead in vour water, vou may wish io
have your water tested, Information on lead in drinking water, 1esting methods, and steps vou can take to minimize exposure is
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline a1 1-800-426-474%1 or st hitpe!'www.cpa.govivour-drinking-water/bagic-
informatien-about-lead-drnking-water.

Additional Information for Arsenic

While your drinking water meets the EPA standard for arsenic, it does contain low levels of arsenic. The EPA siandasd balances
the current understanding of arsente's possible health effects against the costs of removing arsenic from drinking water, The
EPA continues to research the health effects of low levels of arsenic which is a mineral known 1o cause cancer in humans at high
concentrations and is linked to other health effects such as skin damage and circulatory problems,



Per- and Polylluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Monitoring

Last year. your waler system participated in a voluntary sampling project that evaluated for the presence of twenty-five PFAS
compounds, Mo PEAS constituents were detected in your drinking water,

PFAS are a group of thousands of synthetic chemicals that have been in use since the 1940s. PFAS have been found in o wide
array of consumer and industrinl products and as an ingredient in frefighting form. Current scientific research hag shown links
between exposure to some PFAS chemicals and adverse health outcomes, Drinking water may be impacted in communities
where these chemicals have comaminated the water supply. EPA does not currently regulate any PFAS compounds, but has
eatablished health advisories for two PFAS compounds, and is currently working to develop a National Drinking Water
Eegulation for PFAS. EPA anticipates finalizing the rule m fall of 2023,

¥ou can find more information about EFA’s actions to address PFAS in drinking water and links 10 imformational resources
bere: www, epa.gov/plas




|Mim‘rhiol:::gir:.al Testing J
We are required to fest your water regularly for signs of microbial contsmination. Positive test results could lead s follow-up

investigations called nssessments and potentially the issuance of public health advisores. Asseasments could lead 1o required comective
actions. The information below summarioes the reswles of those feses,

Calendar Year | Sampling Requirements | Sampling Conducted | Total E.coli | Assessment | Assessments |
Positive Trigaers Condacted

Fmiothsy

- =

During the year 023, One Level 2 Assesiment was requined o be completed for our water system. One Level 2 Assesanent completed. In
achdition, we were required o take 3 cormective actions asd we completed | of these nctions.

A Level 2 Assessment is a very detailed study of the water system 1o identify potential problems and determing (i possible) why an E. coli MCL
violation has occurrod and ‘or wiy total coliform bacteria have boem found in owr sytem on multiple oceasions. E. coli ane bacteria whose presence
indicates that the woler may be contaminated with buman or snimal wastes, Hunen pathogens in these wastes can casse short-term effects, such as
dinrrhvea, crumps, nausea, headaches, or other symptoms. They may pose a greater health sk for infants, young children, the elderly, and people
with severely compromised immuane systems. We fourd E. coli bacteria, indicating the newd to ook for potential problems in water restment ar
distribistion, When this oocurs, we are requined o conduct assessment(s) to identify problems and o comect any problems that were found during
thess ssaesments.

Coliforms are bacteria that are natarally present in the environment and are used 25 an indicator that other, potentially harmiul, waterborne
paghagens imay be prosent or that a potential pathway exists theough which contaminagion may enter the drinking water disribution system. We
fiosnd coliforms indicating the need to look for potential problems in water tnsatment or distribution. When this occurs. we are required 1o conduct
assessment]s) do identify problems and o correct any problems that were Found during thess ssscssmonts.,

8 Samphes due monthly | 12 out of 12 ] 0 | I | [

Significant Deficiencies

Sanitary deficiencies are defects in @ water system s infrastruciure, design, operation, mainfenance, or management thal cause, or
#may cause interruptions fo the “multiple bareier” protection system and adversely affect the sysrem s ability 1o produce safe and
reliable drinking water In adequate quantities,

The following is a listing of significant deficiencies thar have yet to be corrected, Your public warer system s siill working to
correct these deficiencies and interim milesiones are shown, as applicable.

Deficiency Title: Cross-Connection Contral Program
Date ldentified: 321230019 Overall Dee Date: 127312024

Defeciency Description: The PWS does not have a formal, written CCCP. It does have several high risk service connections with
backflow prevention assemblies but there is no assurance the assemblies are tested and functional.

Comective Action Plan: Cross-connections and backflow into the distribution system present a significant threat to the public's
health. The PWS should “implement, administer, and maintain an on-going backflow and cross-connection control program 1o
protect the public water system from the hazards originating on the premises of their customers and from temporary connections
that may impair or alter the water in the public water system.”™ The FWS should develop and implement a CCCP, including annual
inspection and testing of all backflow prevention assemblies,

The CCCF should mnclude periodic surveillance of the distribution system by an individual familiar with complex plumbing
systems, high risk service connections and identification of cross-connection and backflow potential, All backflow prevention
activities, inchuding testing, should be documented. All hose bibs within the facilities should be equipped with vacuum breakers.
EPA’s guidance for developing a CCCF can be found at the following site:

hitps://nepis. epa. govExeZyPDF ega 2000262 T PDFDockey= 2000262 T.PDF



Deficiency Title: Cross=-Connection Control Program
Date [demified: 8132021 Overall Due Date: 123172024

Deficiency Description: There are several high-risk service connections, such as medical facilities, schools, BY park, commercial
and industrial establishments, and the casino, that reportedly have backflow prevention assemblies, but there is no assurance the
assemblies are tested and funclional.

Corrective Action Plan: The PWS should get Teibal Council approval of the draft COCP and then implement, administer, and
maintain an on-going backflow and cross-connection control program. The CCOCP needs to inclede annual inspection and testing of
all backilow prevention assemblies.

The COCP should include penodic surveillance of the distribution system by an individual familiar with complex plumbing
systerms, high risk service connections, and identification of cross-connection and backfTow potential, All backflow prevention
activities, mcluding testing, should be documented. USEPA’S guidance for developing a CCCP can be found at the following site:

https:/‘nepis.epa.gov/Exe ZyPDF.cgi 2000262 T.PFDF! Dockey=2000262T.PDF




Term Definition
ppm pans per million, or milligrams per liter {mg/L)
pptr pants per billion, or microgram per liter (ug/L)
positive samples the number of positive samples taken that vear

Yo positive samiples'month

% of samples taken monthly that were positive

pCiL prcocuries per lier
ND Mot detected
NA Not applicable
MCLG Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a contaminant in drinking water below
which there is no known or expected risk 1o health. MCLGs allow for n margin of safery,
MCL Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in
drinking water, MCLs are se1 a2 close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
ireatmient technology.
IT Treatment Technigue: A required process mtended to reduce the level of a contaminant in
drinking water.
AL Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, trigger ireatment or
other requirements which a water system must follow,
W0th Percentile Statistical valee used to determine if Action Level is exceeded. Determined by calculating

the value at which 90% of the samples tested were below that value,

How can I get involved?
Please feel free to contact the number provided below for more information or for a transtated copy of the repon if vou

need it i

n another languwige.

*Please share this information with all the other people whe dnnk this water, especially those who may not have
received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses). You can do
this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail. *

\For more information please contact:

Yadira Swifl Areow, Interim Public Works Director, P.O. Box 1899 | Yoma, Californis 8536481599

Phone:

{960y 5T2-0667

Fax:



