




  Despite the local media’s 
push to publicize another event 
in Yuma over the opening 
weekend in March, the Strong 
Hearts Native Society Pow 
Wow at the San Pasqual Valley 
High School was able to bring 
in a rather large crowd of both 
local guests and winter visitors.
  And even with the current 
economic climate, there were 
also a good number of peren-
nial vendors who also came to 
offer their arts and crafts, pot-
tery, jewelry and other hard-to-
get items to the buying public . 
. . not to mention all of the food 
booths selling everything from 
Indian fry bread to ice cream, 
burgers and drinks! (You’ve got 
to stay hydrated, if you’re going 
to dance all day!)
  The whole show got start-
ed on a chilly, windy Friday 
evening, with the traditional 
ribbon dress and gourd singing 
contests for the local talent. A 

special contest this year, spon-
sored by Quechan elder Lucinda 
Polk and her family, gave local 
singers the chance to demon-
strate their knowledge and abili-
ties in singing both Pipa and Ii 
Sha. With Pipa songs very pop-
ular right now, six men stepped 
up to try for three cash prizes 
(ranging from $100 to $300) in 
that category, while only two 
men, Floyd Townsend, Jr. and 
Larry Hammond sang Ii Sha.
  Although Ii Sha songs have 
somewhat “faded into the back-
ground” in recent years, the 
Polk family hopes that interest 
in those songs can be reawak-
ened and their preservation en-
couraged through similar con-
tests in the future. Let’s hope 
more people feel the same way!
  Lucinda Polk (who is this 
year’s Ii Sha for the Strong 
Hearts Native Society) was her-
self the center of attention just 
before the Saturday dance con-

tests got underway, when she 
was honored by the assembled 
drum groups and given an hon-
or song. Ms. Polk was joined by 
dozens of her family members 
as she walked around the pe-
rimeter of the Pow Wow arena 
as the drums played on.
  Once the entourage returned 
to the starting point at the an-
nouncers booth, Ms. Polk was 
assisted by many of her young-
er family members, as she 
handed out Pendleton blankets 
and other gifts to many of the 
Pow Wow’s honored staff, spe-
cial guests, and Native Royalty 
in attendance.
  Soon after, the dance contests 
began, with the Quechan Tribe 
providing a Bird Dance dem-
onstration during the Saturday 
dinner break. Additional special 
dance contests were sponsored 
by the high school and elemen-
tary Native Princesses, Gina 
Rivera and Amaya Koteen.











Miss Indian Nations 2012, Shanoa Pinham (center) dances with Gina 
Rivera (Miss San Pasqual High Native Princess) and Brittany Miguel 

(Miss Quechan Nation) at Friday night’s locals only Song Contest.


