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Longest Walk 3

Coming to Fort Yuma

The American Indian Move-
ment (AIM) first marched the
3,200 miles from San Francisco
to Washington, D.C. in 1978, to
educate people about the United
States government's continu-
ing threat to Tribal Sovereignty.
Their purpose, then, was to bring
attention to 11 pieces of anti-In-
dian legislation that would have
contributed to the abrogation of
long-standing Indian Treaties
with the US Government.

During the week of their
arrival, the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act was
passed, even though President
Jimmy Carter refused to meet
with representatives of The
Longest Walk.

Beginning in July of 2008,
AIM repeated the walk, this
time following two routes,
making it an 8,200-mile walk
of over 100 American Indian
nations and other indigenous
peoples. That walk, The Lon-
gest Walk 2, delivered a 30-
page “Manifesto of Change” to
lawmakers, while commemo-
rating the 30th anniversary of
the original Longest Walk.

Southern Route marchers
picked up more than 8,000
bags of garbage on their way to
Washington, D.C., emphasizing

the Manifesto's demands, which
included mitigation for climate
change, environmental sustain-
ability plans, protec-
tion of sacred
sites, and the
renewal of
improve-
ments to
Native
Ameri-
can Sov-
ereignty
and health.

Just last
week, they
began a new
Longest Walk,
again following two
routes, both originating on the
California coast. The Southern
Route, originating from La Jol-
la on February 14th, will travel
through the southern California
Tribal Nations of the Dieguefio,
Kumeyaay, Lusefio, Serrano,
Cahuilla and Chemehuevi be-
fore visiting the Quechan on the
way to Arizona and on to Wash-
ington, D.C by July of this year.

Dennis Banks, leader of the
Walk, says the 5,000+ mile walk
across America will help bring
increased awareness regarding
the devastating effects of diabe-
tes and how it can be reversed

by changing our entire diet and

lifestyle! This disease is at epi-

demic levels across America,

especially throughout

Indian Country.

Mr. Banks,

himself a

diabetic,

says that

“Diabe-

tes has

reached

an epi-

demic

state in In-

dian Coun-

try and the

percentage of

diabetes among Native

Americans may be as high as

75%"” (though the IHS estimate

is only 35%). “Surgery involv-

ing amputation is very com-

mon,” Banks said, “making Na-
tive people Partial Indians.”

The marchers expect to ar-

rive here in Quechan territory

around February 23rd. They

encourage local supporters to

meet with them at Ogilby Road

and Interstate 8 on that day, to

run and walk the rest of the way

to their rest stop in Fort Yuma,

the land owned by the head of

the Ah Mut Pipa Foundation,

Quechan clder, Preston Arrow

Weed. Mr. Arrow Weed (who
lives just east of the canal at
Baseline and Ross Roads) says
the marchers will spend the
night on his parcel before set-
ting off for Gila Bend the next
day. While in Fort Yuma, they
will be glad to meet with local
Tribal members. Their goal is to
provide the opportunity to col-
lect diabetic concerns and sto-
ries heard across America and
develop this information into a
personal in-depth perspective
expressing the Native view for
delivery to Washington, D.C.
“Since their goal is to make
it all the way to Washington in
only 6 months, their schedule is
tight,” says Mr. Arrow Weed.
“My grandson, Mucaw, took
part in their 2008 Walk, and
made a big impression on them.
Mr. Banks also wants to come
stay here on my land to hold a
ceremony that night, to honor
Mucaw's memory and contribu-
tions to the Longest Walk 2.”
The group, which should
number at least 200 marchers
when it arrives in Fort Yuma,
will be given the opportunity to
use the showers at the Rainbow
Pool, to remove road dust and
get some much needed rest be-
Continued on Page 4
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Quechan Tribe Welcomes New ADAPP Director

The Quechan

Tribe’s  Alco- Rick Diaz

hol and Drug
Abuse Preven-
tion Program
(ADAPP) has
a new Director,
Rick Diaz, who

Quechan Tribe.

Spent 8 years as the Director
of Substance Abuse Services
for the Excel Group in Yuma
before coming to work for the

QUECHAN NEWS Photo by William Isbell

began working
for the Tribe in mid-January.

Rick Diaz was born and raised
in the small town of Grants,
New Mexico, just outside of the
southeast corner of the Navajo
Reservation. He says he grew
up in a home where his parents
stressed values and integrity as
important for each member of
the family. After his high school
graduation, Mr. Diaz went to
the University of New Mexico
(UNM) to study for an under-
graduate degree.

He eventually left UNM to
complete his Bachelor’s degree
in Psychology and Human Serv-
ices at Western New Mexico
University (WNMU) in 1991.

He then went on to continue
his education in a Masters pro-
gram at WNMU and began
working in the field as a young
counselor the very next year.

“I was then offered a posi-
tion that I could not refuse,” he
says, “working as a Counselor
at a training facility in Phoenix.
That gave me the opportunity to
be trained by dynamic profes-
sionals on a daily basis, which
helped me to develop skills as a
masterful clinician.”

Once he completed the pro-
gram, he went to work for “a
stellar organization,” Prehab of
Arizona. There, he was a coun-

selor in a residential treatment
facility working with adoles-
cents with behavioral health
issues. He then took on a new
challenge when he was offered
the opportunity to be the Direc-
tor of Residential Services for a
specialized adolescent program,
spending almost 8§ years there.

“I developed that program
with a remarkable team, he says,
“and in doing so, received pro-
fessional recognition from both
the Arizona Office of Behavio-
ral Health and my fellow col-
leagues.”

With his interest in the sub-
stance abuse field, he was able
to complete all the requirements
to achieve Certification as a
Substance Abuse Counselor for
the state of Arizona.

Continuing his further educa-
tion and training in the area of
substance abuse treatment, Mr.
Diaz also became certified in the
American Society of Addiction
Medicine (ASAM) placement
assessment program as a relapse
prevention trainer and facilita-
tor. That certification lead to his
becoming a trainer, helping new
therapists employ motivational
interviewing techniques.

He continues: “I then pursued
a certification in the area of do-
mestic violence treatment and

was able to further develop my
skills in the area of substance
abuse knowledge to become a
public speaker/presenter.”

He also says it was important
for his career that he become a
licensed substance abuse coun-
selor, and he was able to achieve
that goal in 2004.

The Excel Group then recruit-
ed him to come to Yuma and
serve as their Director of Sub-
stance Abuse Services. In all,
Rick Diaz spent about 8§ years
with the Excel Group, covering
a variety of positions at the top
of their organization.

“I continued to act as Direc-
tor of that program, while also
serving as the Director of the
Healthy Families Program,
Substance Abuse Prevention, as
well as their Southwest Recov-
ery Center (a residential treat-
ment program).”

Yuma’s Excel Group had over
2000 local clients at the time,
with Mr. Diaz putting in addi-
tional hours as Housing Director
for about 10% of those clients.

Eventually, however, the Ex-
cel Group was dropped by their
funding organization. “I was
fortunate to have lots of suc-
cess in those programs, until the
funding ended,” he says.

Looking for a new chal-
lenge, he put out his feelers in
the Arizona counseling commu-
nity, and was then recruited by
Superstition Mountain Mental
Health Center as their Director
of Outpatient Services.

During the year-and-a-half he
spent with Superstition Moun-
tain, Mr. Diaz helped to develop

that program from a handful of
clients to almost 600 in just over
one year.

“That was done through lots
of outreach and engagement
with the community,” he points
out, “since I had the luxury of
working with a very special
team at Superstition that al-
lowed us to be so successful.”

Now that he is here working
for the Tribe, Mr. Diaz says he’s
very excited about the opportu-
nity to work with the Quechan

Tribe as the Director of ADAPP
Services.

“My passion is working to
help individuals work through
their recovery from the devasta-
tion of substance abuse and in
helping to prevent young people
from getting involved in using
substances before it becomes
unmanageable. [ have met many
wonderful people during my
short time with ADAPP and I
am still thrilled about the pro-
gram’s possibilities.”

At the

Special Diabetes Project Walking Club
Monday thru Thursday - 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM

Diabetes Walking Park

Fun for the whole family-
Incentives for mileage!

The Quechan Indian Tribe
is seeking interested
Tribal Members for Service:

Three (3) Tribal Members to serve on the
Quechan Enrollment Committee

and One (1) Tribal Member to serve on the

QTDHE Board of Comissioners

If you are interested in serving your community
in any of these positions, please submit
a Letter of Interest to
Georgina Massey, Tribal Council Secretary,
at the Tribal Administration Office

Phone:(760)572-3912

William Isbell

Newsletter Coordinator, Fort Yuma Quechan Nation

350 Picacho Road Winterhaven, CA 92283
Fax:(760)572-3910

Email: w.isbell@quechantribe.com

Just call the

Have a story idea, or an event you want covered ?

uechan News is here to cover the special events and everyday lives of Quechan Tribe Members,
and the issues that affect you in the world today. This newsletter is here to keep the lines of communication open,
to expand opportunities, and uplift the Native Spirit of the Kwat'san Pipd. Your ideas and input are welcome!

%echan News office Monday through Friday at (760) 572-3912,
or email your stories and story ideas to w.isbell@quechantribe.com. I'm looking forward to hearing from you!
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Culture & Heritage

Kwat'san Story Accepted for
Upcoming University Publication

Barbara Levy, Quechan Language Project Coordinator, tells a story
to Keiona Manson about the illustrations in a coloring book. Her story
telling skills have led to her stories being published twice already. Now,
the University of Nebraska has selected another of her Kwat'san tales
for inclusion in a new compilation volume, due this year.

QUECHAN NEWS Photo by William Isbell

Barbara Levy, the Coordina-
tor for the Quechan language
Project, has been learning and
passing along stories all her life.
Always interested in language,
she is fluent in both Kwat'san
and English, having learned
both as a child.

And while she's been devel-
oping her love for words and
the nuances of their contextual
meanings, she has also managed

to preserve some of her best
stories in both audio recordings
(such as those collected by the
Story Corps project in January
0f 2010) and in a variety of pub-
lications. Her stories have been
featured in two books, Bryd
Baylor’s Children’s Stories in
the early 1970’s, Circle of Mo-
tion (published by the Arizona
State University Press) in 1990
and News From Native Califor-

nia magazine in August of 2008.

Now, another University has
selected one of her stories for a
new collection, set for release at
the end of this year.

David Kozak is a medical
anthropologist with Fort Lewis
College in Durango, Colorado.
He has worked in several Na-
tive American communities of
southern Arizona, and has pub-
lished many articles on a myriad
of topics.

His research and publications
reveal a diverse set of interests
from healing song poetics of
the Tohono O’odham culture of
southern Arizona, to Type 2 dia-
betes and obesity, to land access
issues regarding conflicts over
recreational and sacred land use.
He is currently editing a large
volume on the verbal arts of the
Native Southwest cultural area,
to be published by the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press.

To find the stories for that
book, Inside Dazzling Moun-
tains: Southwest Native Verbal
Arts, he placed an ad in Indian
Country News a few years ago.

Around that same time, Bar-
bara was attending a cultural
event for the California Story-
tellers Association in San Di-
ego. There, she told her version
of the old Kwat'san story, “Coy-
ote and The Hen”. A researcher,
Amy Miller liked the story so
much, she asked Barbara if she
could tell it again, so she could
record it “before it got away”.

Though it was originally

passed on in Kwat'san, Barbara
passed it on to Amy in English.
After playing back the record-
ing a number of times, Amy
transcribed it to print. Through
a series of drafts she reviewed
with Barbara, they were able
to work it into a finished story,
suitable for publication.

Amy originally thought it
might just be used in some fu-
ture project within the Storytell-
ers Association, such as an arti-
cle for a quarterly journal. But
when Amy found that Dr. Kozak
was scouring Indian Country for
examples of Native “verbal art”,
she submitted the finished ver-
sion of “Coyote and The Hen”.

A great deal of time passed,
with no word on its fate. Dr. Ko-
zak was collecting hundreds of
stories, prepared to spend years,
if necessary, as he worked on
his project, determined to col-
lect the very best examples of
the verbal heritage of America's
Native peoples.

Once the collection was as-
sembled, he began to pore over
the submissions. As he nar-
rowed down the choicest stories
from all over Indian Country,
his publisher, the University of
Nebraska Press, also stepped
in for a final review. As the fi-
nal deadline approached, the
University's Board of Regents
joined with the Editor to deter-
mine which of the stories would
make the final cut. One of the
stories they picked was “Coyote
and The Hen,” by Barbara Levy.

“When Amy told me my story
was accepted, I was so proud of
my work,” says Barbara. “To
have my work accepted by the
Board of Regents of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska!”

She hadn't heard anything
from Amy in a very long time
on what might happen with the
story she had told so long ago
in San Diego. The decision to
submit it for consideration for
a scholarly publication seemed
such a long shot, and now . . .
they had not only accepted its
submission, but they were going
to actually include it in the book!

Proof of that decision arrived
in early February in the form of
a “Consent-To-Publish Agree-
ment” between Barbara and the
University of Nebraska Press.
In return for signing the con-
tract, Barbara and Dr. Kozak are
to review and correct any errors
before it goes to press, with her
receiving full credit for the pre-
viously unpublished story. The
University will also be shipping
her a complete volume of the
book once it is printed.

"Right now,” she says, “the
Quechan Language Program is
working on developing stories
for teaching Native Philosophy.
To have one of my stories in-
cluded in a book on Indian Lit-
erature is fantastic! And with my
birthday coming on February
25th, celebrating my 66 years of
life so far— that will really make
my day, helping the Kwat'san
Pipa keep our traditions alive!”
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Lisa Ball and Community Garden Coordinator Brian Warner (on
the left, above) stand in the center walkway of the new Quechan Com-
munity Garden at the Anya Nitz Pak Park. Lisa, Head of the Quechan
Special Diabetes Project for Indians, was there to listen as Mr. Warner
conducted a tour and gave an on-site update on the Community Gar-
den to interested community members on February 12. Last weekend,
volunteers from the Community Garden Project were scheduled to fin-
ish up the planters and paths for the Garden, which should soon have

its first plantings this spring.

QUECHAN NEWS Photo by William Isbell

Longest Walk 3

fore the evening’s ceremony.

While they are here, Banks
will explain his campaign for
Indigenous lands to set aside
2,000,000 acres of prime farm
land for large vegetable gardens
to begin supplying Native peo-
ples with fresh produce.

“Everyone should have a gar-
den for good nutrition and exer-
cise,” he says. “We are working
on a 50-year program to reverse
the symptoms of diabetes. If we
don’t start now, in 50 years we
will all be diabetic, with no fu-
ture at all,” Banks said.

That message reinforces the
recent plans of the Quechan Spe-
cial Diabetes Project for Indians
(SDPI) to create a Quechan
Community Garden for Tribal
members to use in supplement-

Continued from Page 1

ing their own diets with fresh
vegetables. Just last week, the
SDPI and Elder Village Focus
Group had scheduled volunteers
to complete the Garden’s planter
layout at the Anya Nitz Pak.

Banks will also conduct semi-
nars along their route, with lec-
tures on juicing your own veg-
etables. “Vegetables,” he says,
“are becoming extinct,” and
he wants to aid in a massive
“Reversing Diabetes” program
across Native America.

After leaving Fort Yuma, the
southern route walkers will trav-
el through the states of Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, Okla-
homa, Arkansas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, South Carolina and
Virginia on their way to Wash-

ington. Together, both routes
will walk across 26 states. All
along the way, as more and more
people join the Walk, they hope
to bring attention to the steps
necessary to provide our In-
dian families and their children
with healthier lifestyle choice.
Healthier choices can decrease
the potential health issues which
have disabled the quality of life
brought on by diabetes.

If you wish to assist with the
largest, most historic walk in the
fight to reverse diabetes, please
contact Preston Arrow Weed for
further information. Any contri-
butions before and during the
walk will be greatly appreciated
and can be arranged by calling
him at (928)388-9456 or by
simply joining the walk!

Brandy Cachora Joins Quechan EDA

The Economic Development
Administration Office (EDA)
has found their new Assistant
Planner.

Brandy Cachora has been
hired for the position, where her
main responsibility will be tak-
ing care of the Business Permit
applicants.

Brandy is an enrolled mem-
ber of the Quechan Indian Tribe
and has lived on the reservation
her entire life. A graduate of
San Pasqual High School, she
earned numerous awards in both
academics and sports.

It was during her senior year
in high school that she met her
boyfriend Gregory Hammond,
two months prior to graduation.
Upon graduating, Brandy spent
the summer working at Main
Street Cinemas. She then ap-
plied to Arizona State Universi-
ty (ASU) where she was accept-
ed for the upcoming semester.

After two semesters she de-

cided to return
home.
Upon return-

Brandy Cachora

ing to the reser-
vation, Brandy
began looking
for work, and
found a job at

of Law at ASU.

Brandy hopes to someday
continue her education at the
Sandra Day O'Conner College

Photo Courtesy of Quechan EDA

the Senior Nu-
trition Center. There, she served
four years as an Assistant Cook
and eight months as the Senior
Center’s Recreation Coordinator.

When she began her job as
a cook at the Senior Nutrition
Center she also attended college
here in Yuma at the University
of Phoenix, Southern Campus.

She is currently studying
Criminal Justice Administration
and will be earning her Bachelor
in Science degree soon.

After leaving the Senior Cent-
er, Brandy served four and half
months as a Security Officer be-
fore applying for and receiving
her new position with the EDA.

She says she's settling into her
new new position, and she likes
both the job and her new co-
workers. She is looking forward
to finishing her degree this year
and applying her knowledge
and skills to her job the best she
can. She says she couldn’t have
gotten this far without her moth-
er, family, and boyfriend of five
years (will be six in March!).

Her career goal is to be ac-
cepted into the Sandra Day
O’Connor College of Law at
ASU, to study the Indian Legal
Program so she can practice law
in tribal courts (and other courts)
with our tribe and others.

3 Diabetes Fun
Runs Saturday
of Pow Wow

Every year, the first week-
end of March marks the An-
nual Strong Hearts Native
Society Pow Wow here on
the Quechan Reservation.

And this year, to empha-
size the benefits of exercise
(and get everyone pumped
up and invigorated for the
weekends dancing to fol-
low), the Quechan Diabe-
tes Wellness Center will be
sponsoring a series of “fun
runs” to kick things off on
Saturday morning.

This year, there will be
three such runs, all begin-
ning and ending at the Pow
Wow grounds at the San
pasqual High School foot-
ball field.

The three runs are a one
mile “stride”, a 5K run and
a 10K run. All three runs

will begins and end at the
same start/finish line at the
field, and will follow sepa-
rate routes to achieve the
distances required.

Anyone looking for exe-
cise is welcome to sign up
all this week (and next)
before the Pow Wow, and
you can even sign-up at the
starting line up to ten min-
utes prior to the start time
0f 9:00 AM on March 5th.

Those wanting to just
“get a little exercise” should
walk the one-mile “stride”,
while more athletic indi-
viduals can try to beat their
best times on the 5K and
10K routes.

If you have any questions
on these runs, just call the
Diabetes Wellness Center at
(760) 572-4057.
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Quechan Tribe Seeks Halt to California Solar Project

After at least two years of
planning, untold man-hours of
research and design, and an at-
tempt to fast-track a major “green
energy” development by mak-
ing an “end-run” around federal
laws and regulations, the United
States Department of the Inte-
rior was severely chastened in a
confrontation with the Quechan
Tribe, and the entire project has
returned to square one.

Judge Larry Alan Burns of
the United States District Court
for the Southern District of Cali-
fornia in San Diego entered an
order on January 13th, tempo-
rarily preventing any develop-
ment on the Imperial Valley
Solar (IVS) project on mostly
public land just west of El Cen-
tro, California.

In his order, Judge Burns
ruled that the United States had
failed to properly consult with
the Quechan Tribe prior to ap-
proving the project, which is
located within the Tribe’s tradi-
tional historic use area on land
which contains hundreds of cul-
tural resources.

”The problem isn’t neces-
sarily with the project itself,”
said Quechan Tribal President
Mike Jackson. Sr., “it’s with
(Secretary of the Interior) Sala-
zar. He broke a lot of laws and
regulations when he approved
this project and tried to move
forward with it, without hold-
ing government-to-government
consultations with the Quechan
Tribe, like he should have. But
with our ancestors being buried
out there, with all our artifacts
in the ground on our traditional
Tribal lands- let’s face it-this
isn’t going to happen there.”

The IVS Project would have
consisted of nearly 30,000 so-
lar pedestals spread over 6,144
acres of public lands currently
managed by the United States

Department of the Interior’s
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). However, the proposed
project is located within the
California Desert Conservation
Area (CDCA) and the BLM’s
own studies confirm the exist-
ence of hundreds of cultural re-
sources within the project area.
Being in the Desert Conserva-
tion Area alone “is enough to
shut the whole project down,”
says the Quechan Tribe’s lead
attorney, Frank Jozwiak.

The Court ruling states there
could be as many as 459 ancient
cultural sites within the project’s
proposed boundaries, including
burials, religious sites, ancient
trails, and possibly even buried
artifacts.

“The entire (CDCA) area is
“Type L,” Jozwiak says, “desig-
nated for limited development.
Putting 30,000 solar pedes-
tals fifty-eight feet high on ten
square miles, like a giant corn-
field of towers, with all of the
maintenance roads and cables
and other infrastructure to go
with it — that’s not limited. The
whole area will be covered in
concrete. You’d never be able
to use that land for anything
else again.” That alone is rea-
son enough to kill the project in
Court,” he says, “without even
getting into the violations of law
on the part of Interior Secretary
Salazar.”

After a 2-year series of infor-
mational meetings open to both
local Tribes and the general pub-
lic, The Department of the Inte-
rior issued a public notice of its
approval of the IVS Project on
October 13, 2010. Two weeks
later, the Tribe’s attorneys filed
suit on the Tribe’s behalf, chal-
lenging the IVS Project.

The suit alleged the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Bureau
of Land Management failed to

consult with the Quechan Tribe
regarding impacts to the Tribe’s
cultural resources prior to ap-
proval of the project, as required
by Section 106 of the National
Historical Preservation Act,
among other laws.

A further motion was filed by
the Tribe’s attorneys on Novem-
ber 12, 2010, to stop any devel-
opment or construction on the
Imperial Valley Solar Project.

One month later, on Decem-
ber 13, the Court held a formal
hearing to allow the Tribe’s at-
torneys, the United States, and
Tessera Solar (the project appli-
cant) to present their arguments.

Only two days later, the Court
handed down a ruling stating
that the United States had failed
to properly consult the Tribe. In
that ruling, Judge Burns stated
“the documentary evidence
doesn’t show BLM ever met
with the Tribe’s government
until October 16, 2010,” which
was 3 days after BLM had ap-
proved the project. “All avail-
able evidence tends to show
BLM repeatedly said it would
be glad to meet with the Tribe,
but never did so.”

He also said the documentary
evidence discloses almost no
“government-to-government”
consultations between the BLM
and the Quechan Tribe, as re-
quired by law.

Pleased with the progress of
the case so far, President Jack-
son told the Quechan News,
“Apparently, Secretary Salazar
thinks that since he’s Secretary
of the Interior, and in charge
of the BLM, that he can ignore
any laws and regulations to get
things he wants done. . . Well,
he can’t do that.”

“The judge is saying (Salazar)
broke his own laws regarding
(government-to-government)
consultation by signing off on it

without first sitting down to talk
with us.”

Exactly 30 days later, the
Court entered an order halting
any construction on the project.
The order will remain in ef-
fect until the case is conclud-
ed, which will likely be later
this summer. At that time, the
Court will make a final decision
whether the project may go for-
ward.

Two additional lawsuits have
also been filed by other groups
against the IVS Project, though
no rulings of importance have
yet been made in those two cases.

It was only after the January
13th ruling that the United States
and Tessera Solar CEO Robert
Lukefar approached the Tribe
in an effort to reach a compro-
mise. Representatives from both
the Department of the Interior
and the solar company met with
the Quechan Tribal Council on
January 26 to discuss the case,
but the Tribal Council informed
both parties there could be no
compromise given the impor-
tance of the cultural resources at
the site.

“Too late,” says President
Jackson. “If they wanted our
input, they should have been
talking to us at least two years
ago, when this whole thing first
started.”

“We told them there would be
no compromise,” said President
Jackson, since the Tribe wasn’t
consulted about the project, as
required by federal law. “I told
Mr. Lukefar that our concern
is not with you at this time,
it’s with Salazar. BLM should
have talked to us a couple of
years ago. We’re going to take
it all back to square one now,
and we'll be taking the fight to
Capitol Hill.”

Although Mr. Lukefar indi-
cated he was pleased with that

answer, it has since been learned
that not long after his meeting
with the Tribal Council, Tessera
Solar sold the entire project (and
the headache it has become) to
a joint venture between the AES
Corporation and Riverstone
Holdings known as AES Solar.

According to Tribal Attorney
Jozwiak, “The next step now
is to file asking for a summary
judgement on the legal issue of
whether Salazar complied with
federal law. But the Record of
Decision and other things still
have to be filed, so that could
still be a couple of months
away.”

But Jozwiak also points out
that “time works on our side, be-
cause for now, they’re stalled in
their tracks and until something
else happens, they’re enjoined
against doing anything on the
project.”

“On this issue, we’re in the
driver’s seat,” says President
Jackson, “the Judge agreed with
us, and we’re in charge of where
this goes from here. We’ve also
got lots of letters of support from
across the country on this issue.
Once it goes back to Court, this
issue should gather our people,
our elders, our dancers, our
singers and runners together, as
we’ve done in the past to defeat
those arrayed against us, and
we’ll go to work as a people and
get this done, too.”

In a statement to local media
after learning of the decision,
President Jackson also said he
not only wants to preserve those
sacred sites to save the Tribe’s
history for future generations of
Quechan, he’s also motivated to
protect the desert.

“It's a beautiful desert out
there and these people want to
tear it up for their own benefit.
This is Mother Earth and it’s our
duty to save it.”
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National Bank of Arizona has partnered with the Quechan Tribe,
The Quechan4Casino Resort and the Paradise Casino to provide
the following exclusive banking benefits:

InGroup Interest Checking '

* Earns interest

* No minimum balance

* No monthly service fee

* Free nationwide ATM access

* Free checks

* Free Visa Check Card

* Free Online Banking and Bill Pay
* Free myPHOTOcard

InGroup Savings

* No minimum balance
* No monthly service fee
* Free nationwide ATM access

InGroup Money Market

» Earns premium interest

* No monthly service fee

* Limited check-writing capability

+ $1,000 minimum opening deposit

Credit Cards?

* Visa® Classic and Visa® Platinum both with
Cash Back Savings

 Cash Back Savings offers you 1.00% cash
back on all of your net purchases.

Cash is automatically deposited into your
InGroup Savings or InGroup Money Market
account with every $50 in

Cash Back Savings earned.3

Loan Discounts?

* As an InGroup member, you automatically
qualify for our Loyalty (0.15%) and Automatic
Loan Payment (0.11%) discounts totaling
0.26% off your interest rate on the following
loan types: 4

- Home Equity Credit Lines

- Home Equity Loans

- Home Refinance Loans

- Automobile Loans

- Recreation Vehicle Loans

- Personal Installment Loans

- Reddi-Credit Line of Credit
* No origination, application or closing costs on
Home Equity Loans or Home Refinance Loans
* InGroup discounts on Home Equity Lines of Credit
« Up to $600 for residential appraisal fee
refunded at loan closing

Other Discounts

* No fees for Cashier’s checks

* No fees for American Express Traveler’s
Cheques

* 50% discount on 3x5 safe deposit rental
where available. Must have fee directly
debited from National Bank of Arizona InGroup
Checking or Savings account.

1 Non-interest bearing checking account available if account does
not have one incoming direct deposit per month.

2 Credit approval required.

3 Must maintain an InGroup Savings or InGroup Money Market
account to participate in the program.

4 Discount does not apply to CD-secured loans, home equity credit
line fixed rate options, credit cards and credit reserve lines.

MEMBER FDIC

VETERANS EXPO

—l-l—l—l—l

OPEN TO ALL VETERANS AND MILITARY:
Learn about the Services and Benefits Available
to those who have Served Our Nation!

Hosted By: Veterans HeIp—N— Veterans

Various Know Your
Representatives Benefits
VA Medical
DES Education
AWC Employment
VSO's DD-214's
CBO's VA Loans
YPIC Priority
MCAS Service
YPG MUCH MORE!

Wed., February 23 9AM - 4PM
Thurs., February 24 9AM-Noon

American Legion Post 19
2575 S. Virginia Drive - Yuma, AZ

THE QUECHAN TRIBAL COURT IS

SEEKING INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS
FOR COURT ADVOCATE TRAINING.

If you are interested in learning about the

e
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

legal system and developing skills
to represent individuals in Tribal Court
proceedings, please call

The Quechan Tribal Court at:

(760) 572-5552

Serious Inquiries Only!

CONTACT: Suzanne Kirk/Janice Piastro

BRANCH: 24th Street Branch, across from YRMC

ADDRESS: 2415 S. Ave. A, Yuma, AZ 85364

PHONE: 928 344-9230

EMAIL: SuzanneKirk@nbarizona.com
JanicePiastro@nbarizona.com

WWW.NBARIZONA.COM
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Dwight Yoakam returns to play
the Pipa at 8:00 PM this Friday,
February 25th. His first concert at
the Q was in April of 2009.

Dwight Yoakam at the Q this Friday!

A true country music origi-
nal who often directs his own
videos, helped rekindle interest
in both Bakersfield and Buck
Owens, and even played with
hardcore Punk bands like Hiisk-
er Dii, Dwight Yoakam will re-
turn to the Pipa Event Center at
the Quechan Casino4Resort this
Friday, February 25th! He first
played the Pipa in April, 2009.

A few tickets are still avail-
able for his February 25th show,

which starts at 8:00 PM. Prices
range from $30 to $45, depend-
ing on your seat’s location. You
must be 21 or older to attend.
When he began his career in
the early 1980’s, Nashville was
oriented toward a pop “Urban
Cowboy” style, and Yoakam's
brand of hip Honky Tonk music
was not considered marketable.
Writing all his own songs, and
performing mostly outside tra-
ditional country music venues,

Yoakam did many shows in rock
and punk rock clubs around Los
Angeles, playing with roots rock
or punk rock acts like The Blast-
ers, Los Lobos, and X. His au-
dience soon grew more diverse,
beyond the typical country mu-
sic fans.

Yoakam has also starred in
many films, most notably in crit-
ically acclaimed performances
as an abusive alcoholic in Sling
Blade (1996), as a sociopathic

killer in Panic Room (2002), as
the sheriff in The Three Burials
of Melgquiades Estrada (2002)
and as a police detective in Hol-
lywood Homicide (2005).

He's had three straight number
one country albums, and his big-
gest hit singles include Streets of
Bakersfield, I Sang Dixie, Ain't
That Lonely Yet, A Thousand
Miles from Nowhere, Fast As
You, Honky Tonk Man and Gui-
tars and Cadillacs.
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QUECHAN NEWS Photos
by William Isbell

And Brittany Miguel, the Strong
Hearts High School Princess for
2010/11 also gives a royal wave.

Leila Jose, Miss Quechan Na-
tion for 2011, waves to her public
amid a mass of floral decorations.

A The Strong Hearts Native Royalty shared a float this year,
riding along the Parade route as a group. Seen above are the
Elementary Princess, Theresa Valenzuela; Middle School Pipa
Kwnamii, Draco Geronimo; High School lipa Kwanamii, Angelito
Alvarez and the High School Princess, Brittany Miguel. The Middle
School Princess, Ramona Emerson, missed the Parade this year
due toillness.

Before moving out on the route,
Leila (above) was joined by Chris
Emerson of the Pipa Market in
carefully arranging hundreds of
flowers on the outside of her ride.

Meanwhile, the Quechan Ah Keel Dance Group were also »
entered in this year's Parade, with a number of their group danc-
ing atop a colorful float. Seen here dancing all the way to the
end of the Parade Route at Yuma City Hall are Joanna Herrera,
Cynthia Emerson, Arlie Emerson and llene Valenzuela.

Art Therapy/
Arts and Crafts

T Shirt Designs
Web Site Development
Self Esteem & Self Worth

Domestic Violence

Curriculum Includes:

Date Rape and
Sexual Assualt

Anatomy of Male and
Female Reproductive
Teen Dating Systems*
How to Care For Those
Systems*

Sexual Harrasment

Sexually Transmitted

Diseases (STD)* Abstinence and

Reproduction*

Forms of Contraception*

Contact: Tina Salinas

(760)572-1082 or (760)572-0201

*These subjects are presented by Indian Health Services Nursing Staff. T rtati ided
All educational movies shown in these classes are previewed by the staff _ranspo a |_on proviae OI'! a
before being shown in the class/group setting. first come, first served basis.

Meets at Social Services Office, 465 Picacho Road every Tuesday Afternoon from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM




