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OUECHAN TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP 

Please be advised that Virgil S. Smith was sworn in as Vice-President of the 

Fort Yuma Quechan Indian Tribe on Monday, March 31, 2025. 

This appointment was made in accordance with article VI, section 5 of the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Fort Yuma Reservation, which provides for 

the filling of vacancies by the Tribal Counci I. 
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QUECHAN TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP 

O ur lcller daled M,u-cl1 31, 2025, Lo Mrs. Ina Hall reg,u-ding Lhe forle iLure or the former Vice-President's 

position was intended as a courlesy notice o r the vac,uicy ru1d our explru1ation that Tribal Council has ru1 

aflirmative duly under the Constitution Lo appo int ,me! install a new Vice-PresidenL amcly, if a Tribal 

Council member is absent from three meetings and is no t able to rulJiJ their obligatio ns, our Constitutio n 

considers that o llice auto matically forf'cited ru1d oblig,1les tJ1e currently silting Tribal Council lo appo int 
someone Lo Lhat ollice. 

A.ltho ugh absences were approved and Mrs. Hall was excused fro m meetings, tJ1e T ribal Council did not 

approve the duties o r tJ1e Vice-President lo be neglecLed o r deviate from what tJ1e Vice-President is 

o blig,1ted lo perform under tJ1e Constitution. 

Here, the fom1erly clecled ollicia.l has expressed o blihratio ns sel forth in tJ1e Constitution, no ne o f which 

were being mel, tJ1creforc, upo n tJ1e neglect or ollicc coupled witJ1 tJ1e consecutive absence fro m meetings, 

U lC o flice was automatically lo rfe iled ,uid vacated. 

O ur governrncnl sho uld provide the members with Tribal Council representatio n consislcnl witJ1 tJ1e duties 
which we swear lo upho ld ruHI protect in our oatJ1. 

W e undersl,uid tJ1ere ,u-c medical reasons why someone may nol be able lo attend, buL so 1011g as Tribal 

Council members' duties expressed under tJ1c Constitution arc not being h,mdlcd, tJ10sc excused absences 
ru·e considered witJ1out reason. 

Given tJ1e auto matically forfeited ollice of tJ1c Vice-President, tJ1e cun-cntJy presiding T ribal Council will 

now be fullilli11g our constitutional obligatio n lo install new members Lo liJJ tJ1c vacru1cy ,md ensure the 

government cont.ii1ucs lo o perate in a 1mu111er consistent witJ1 our Constitutio n. 

T o be sure, altJ1o ugh Mrs. Hall was provided witJ1 approval Lo miss meetings due Lo medical conditions, 

Tribal Council did nol re lieve tJ1e Vice President from engaging ,uid satisfying tJ1e Constitutio nally required 

obligatio ns or tJiat reason. T he absences or Mrs. H all caused hardships in running tJ1e government in tJ1c 

way tJ1e Constitution int.cuds us to govern. To prolecl tJ1c Quechru1 Tribe fro m having a dysfunctio nal 

governmcut due lo failure Lo satisfy requirements coupled witJ1 noL at.Lending meet.ii1gs, tJ1e drafte rs o f tJ1c 

Constitutio n made clear Lhat tJ1c oflice is forfciLcd and obligates us Lo prevent tJ1al from happening. 
T h,u1k you. 

Qucchru1 Tribal Council 




